
Analyse the artwork by answering 
these questions:

You must write in full sentences and 
paragraphs

• Artist
• Title
• Date
• Material
• Art movement 
• Describe the subject i.e. what is the 

painting of?
• Describe the composition – foreground, 

middle, background
• Describe the light conditions and how 

these relate to the colours
• Describe the brush marks and how these 

show movement
• Describe the mood and atmosphere –

think about the weather, the activity 
taking place and the type of location it is

Example



Artistic Style
The artist of this piece is ……………………………………………………..
The title of this artwork is ………..……………………….……………………………………………
The date the artwork was made was ……………………………..
The style of the artwork is …………..…………………………………………………………………..(art movement: Cubism, Fauvism, 
Impressionism, Realism, Romanticism, Abstract, Expressionist, Surrealism)

Process
The materials that have been used are……………………………………………………………………………...
They have been applied using…….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(describe the brush marks, drawing marks etc. and how the artist has used them to create tone and texture).

Content
In this artwork I can see 
………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. (explain everything that is in the painting by describing the 
composition – what’s in the foreground, middle & background). 

Mood
Describe how the artist has created a mood within the picture through the colours (cool colours = blues/greys/greens/purples, warm colours = 
yellows/oranges/reds/browns) and facial expression if it is a portrait. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

My Work
I am going to create my own piece based on ….......................’s (name the artist) piece using…………………………………………………………….. (state the 
materials you plan on using). In my own piece I will draw …………………………………………………………….….………………………………………………………(explain 
what you will draw the picture of) because ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(explain WHY).

Place colour 
artwork here

ANALYSIS



EXAMPLE
Artistic Style
The artist is Vincent Van Gogh. I found this artist and artwork on a website called artfactory.com
The title of this artwork is ‘Self Portrait – Saint Remy’.
The date the artwork was made was in 1889.
The style of the artwork is Post Impressionism. This is because the painting has very obvious brush marks which Van Gogh has 
painted in swirls so the viewer can see the movement of the brush.

Process
The materials that have been used are oil paints. These were the most commonly used paints by Van Gogh.
They have been applied using thick swirls all over the canvas. Van Gogh has put pale tones of blues and greens with white 
together to create a cold colour palette. The obvious brush marks give the portrait a sense of movement because the artist has 

Content
In this artwork Van Gogh has placed himself directly in the centre of the composition. The background consist of the spiral 
shaped brush marks which look like wallpaper. Van Gogh is staring straight at the viewer and as his eyes are in the very centre 
of the painting we are drawn into them. The cropped composition means that Van Gogh is the centre of focus.

Mood
Van Gogh has created a mood within this portrait through the cool colours he has used and from the serious facial expression.
He looks almost angry as he is scowling and his mouth is in a tight line. I think he is trying to express his unhappiness because I 
have learnt through my research that he suffered from depression and did not make any money from his artwork while he was 
alive. 

My Work
I am going to create my own piece based on Van Gogh’s self portrait using acrylic paint. In my own piece I will take a selfie and 
draw from it. I will take the photo against a plain wall so I can add patterned brush marks like Van Gogh. 
I intend to create the same mood within my own painting by having a serious look on my face and I will stare at the camera.






